STATE OF MICHIGAN
JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION KIRK T. STEUDLE

GOVERNOR . DIRECTOR
LANSING

March 30, 20006

The Honorable Philip Laloy, Chair The Honorable Jud Gilbert, Chair
House Transportation Committee Senate Transportation Committee
P.O. Box 30014 P.O. Box 30036

Lansing, Michigan 48909 Lansing, Michigan 48909

Dear Representative Laloy and Senator Gilbert:

Thank you for the opportunity to present information regarding the Detroit River International
Crossing (DRIC) study to your respective committees last week. During the meeting, you asked
me to provide you with a copy of the Border Transportation Partnership’s charter, which is
enclosed. I would like to emphasize again that this charter is not a binding document or treaty,
but simply a way to demonstrate understanding between four governments with a common goal,
specifically the U.S. Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Transport Canada (TC), the
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), and the Ontario Ministry of Transportation
(MTO). Each has a statutory responsibility for their respective transportation systems and can
benefit from a coordinated planning effort for the study of a new international crossing.

The enclosed charter was developed to establish a general outline of the Partnership’s goals and
objectives, and describes how it intends to operate and assign responsibilities to the working
committees. Very briefly, the Steering Committee is composed of a representative from each of
the four governments, a senior level official that has been assigned by their respective executive
management. They are the policy body and provide overall direction. The Working Group is the
Steering Committee's conduit to the consultants, and provides technical direction and guidance.
Work teams are created when the Steering committee or Working Group finds the need for
detailed study of various issucs.

In addition to the charter, I believe you inquired about the respective qualifications of the current
members of the Partnership Steering Committee.  Following is a brief summary of their
backgrounds:

Steering Committee Members

FHWA: Jim Steele, Michigan Division Administrator, FHWA - Bachelor’s degree in Civil
Engineering, Masters degree in Civil Engineering specializing in transportation; with the FHWA
for 43 years serving at all levels of the agency, including 25 years in the Ohio and Michigan
Division offices as either deputy or administrator.

MDOT: Susan Mortel, Director, Bureau of Transportation Planning, MDOT - educational
background in Environmental Science and Public Administration; 28 years of experience in the
transportation planning field: has overseen the environmental process at MDOT for ten years.
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MTO: Ray Mantha, Executive Director, Windsor Border Initiatives Implementation Group
(BIIG), MTO - graduate of the University of Ottawa, 1978; Professional Engineer in the
Province of Ontario; previously MTO’s chiet engineer and director of the Engineering Standards
Branch; 28 years experience in the highway policy and operations areas, in engineering,
maintenance and construction.

TC: Sean O’Dell, Exccutive Director, Windsor Gateway Project Team, TC - B.A. and M.A.
degrees in Economics; over 25 years experience in economic and financial analysis of major
encrgy and transportation projects, and in managing major project negotiations for the
Government of Canada; was chief economist of the International Energy Agency in Paris for five

years.

I believe this response covers the request you raised at the joint committee meeting last week. If
you have additional questions, please feel free to contact me at (517) 373-7674, or via e-mail at
alghurabim{@michigan.gov.

Sincerely,

moharmmel dghsnalle

Mohammed S. Alghurabi
Senior Project Manager

Enclosure
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